
HOME

NEWS

SPORTS

PRO FOOTBALL WEEKLY

HUSKIE WIRE

FEATURES

OPINION

OBITS

VIDEO

TEXT ALERTS

NEWSLETTER

PLANIT

SHARE

MORE

JOBS

WHEELS

REAL ESTATE

CLASSIFIED

LOGIN

REGISTER

Moonlight Madness kicks of Sycamore’s holiday season
By JULIA SPAHN- news@daily-chronicle.com — Published: Friday, Nov. 18, 2016 11:30 p.m. CST
Updated: Friday, Nov. 18, 2016 11:34 p.m. CST

Cheryl McCoy takes a picture of her granddaughters Kennedy, 9, and Irish, 12, with Santa 0n Friday during
Moonlight Madness in front of Sycamore Antiques in Sycamore. (Sam Buckner for Shaw Media)

As Mother Nature did her part by blowing in wintery weather, Sycamore store owners

started off their holiday preview weekend Friday night. Eleven businesses set up decorations

and showcased local performers for the downtown’s Moonlight Madness event.
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One popular window at D&D Jewelers featured puppies available for adoption at TAILS.

Students at the Beth Fowler School of Dance performed in several windows along State

Street.

Paulson’s Furniture featured a string trio from Sycamore High School, which greeted visitors

with “Adeste Fideles” as they walked through the door.

Donald Paulson said his store has been participating in the event for the past three years.

While the fast drop in temperatures concerned him, he was optimistic people would get out

to the event. “It brings people in. People seem to be in a good mood no matter what the

weather is.”

Kathy Jones, owner of Stomp, started the event in her store.

“We started it several years ago. A few years ago we offered to share it with the Chamber of

Commerce and to encourage other local businesses to participate in it,” Jones said. “My

purpose is to give shoppers the opportunity to enjoy Thanksgiving. It’s so over-looked with

Black Friday now. This way, people don’t have to rush out at 5 o’clock and ruin their dinner

to try to get an item that there may only be one or two of.“

At Stomp, the Sycamore High School Madrigal singers entertained visitors. Drayton

Eggleston directs the group. He said this was their first performance of the season. They are

getting ready for their shows December 16 and 17.

“This year we’re doing something different a little bit different. We’re having just a dessert

instead of a dinner,” Eggleston said. He’s hoping that a reduced price for the evening may

encourage more students to participate.

Jones said having the performers at the shops seems to boost interest in the evening.

“Some of the people come down to see their kids, and they may not shop tonight, but they

can see what our stores have. The customers love it; they come back religiously,” Jones said.



“We have had people come down from Rockford, as far away as Naperville – we even have a

set of sisters come from Wisconsin.”

DeKalb resident Adam Carter drove up to Sycamore to walk around with his three children.

“We actually just moved to the area this August. We were just looking for things in the area

that were Christmasy or fall-like and so we’re here,” Carter said. His children agreed that the

cookies and puppies were worth the visit.

Jones hopes that’s what people will take away from the event. “If we can take that stress out

and replace it with a bit of fun, we’ve done our job.”
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