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By Julia Spahn

The need has been apparent for years, but recent events in the community highlighted the 

problem: one community living as two. It was that problem that inspired a group of citizens to 

organize a new group to serve the Rochelle community. More than a dozen people have joined 

in to start a branch of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) for the community.

Building 
Bridges
ACROSS THE COMMUNITY

I N C O M M U N I T Y

(From the left) Lizbeth Garcia, Adriana Milan, Idalia Marin, 
Marisol Martinez, Jacky Aguilera, Eva Chu, Javier Zepeda, 
Luisa Nambo, Rosie Herebia and Edna Nava
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Jackeline Aguilera is one of those people, 

and she is serving as LULAC Rochelle’s 

first president. Aguilera said even in high 

school, she and her friends realized the need 

to bring the Hispanic community together. 

The 2006 graduate of RTHS and her friends 

had tried to organize some events and build 

something, but they said their efforts were 

solo projects that struggled to gain traction. 

“Marisol Martinez, Edna Nava, Lizbeth 

Garcia, and myself were in high school 

when we first made the observation and 

decided we wanted to form a group. At the 

time we were very young, and had college 

ahead of us. It wasn’t until many years later, 

after college, marriage, and babies, that we 

organized our thoughts and formed LULAC.”

After graduation, Aguilera started working 

as a paralegal for Dady and Hoffman and 

met Rockford LULAC president Mary Lou 

Castro. LULAC is a national group that 

was created in 1929 to advocate for the 

needs of the Hispanic population. By 

joining, the Rochelle group saw a way to 

make their efforts cohesive. “She gave us 

the extra little push we needed,” Aguilera 

said. “It was a light bulb moment for us. 

We realized we could make it happen.”

The group got together and brainstormed 

a list of people they thought might be 

interested in building a larger community 

group and sent out invitations. 

Fifteen people have organized.

Rosario Herebia said she knew this group 

would be an asset to the community. 

Although she balances working for State 

Farm and owning her own photography 

business, she joined LULAC. 

“I knew there was definitely a need for an 

active Latino voice here in Rochelle,” she 

said. “I kind of stepped up to organize 

a heritage fest, because I wanted the 

Hispanic community to have some voice.” 

That was almost 10 years ago, she said, 

but it was a start. She said other people 

tried similar small projects, but the problem 

was each effort was too individualized. 

Even though the first efforts were slow, 

they helped bring people together.

Ezequiel Gonzalez said he wanted to help 

that effort grow, even bringing horses 

to the event one time. “I just wanted to 

help celebrate our heritage,” he said.As a 

father of three, he’s been trying to set an 

example for his children of the importance 

of participating in the community. Even 

though he felt nervous, he accepted a role 

in BPAC, the Bilingual Parents Advisory 

Committee for the school district, even 

serving as president as well as volunteering 

at St. Patrick’s church and working as 

a crew leader at Rochelle Foods.

He initially started going into the classrooms 

to talk about Cinco de Mayo and other 

events. “I do it for one reason; I love my 

kids,” he said, but it has paid off even further. 

“Now more men say, ‘If Ezequiel can do 

it, I can do it, too. Parents can say they 

want their children to participate, but it’s 

one’s actions that make a true impression 

on children and friends,” Gonzalez said.

Adriana Milan said the group’s goals are to 

help bridge the gap in the community. It’s 

important for the Hispanic community to 

have a voice in the issues that are affecting 

them. As assistant to the City Manager 

of Rochelle, she said the city seems to 

welcome the idea of having an organization 

to serve as a contact point, with officials 

commenting that “it’s been long overdue.”

The Rochelle and Fairdale tornado disaster 

showed just how urgent the need is. 

Aguilera estimates that almost 25% of the 

population in and surrounding Rochelle 

speaks Spanish. “A lot of the Hispanic 

population didn’t know what was happening,” 

she said. “All the media was English, and it 

was Univision in Chicago that came out, so 

a lot of people turned to the Chicago station 

 “It was a light bulb 
moment for us. 
We realized we could 
make it happen.”
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to get their information.” There were no 

official reports in Spanish. She points out 

that many, if not most, people are bilingual, 

but this is an important way they can serve 

as a contact point in the community.

Because of this, the group decided their 

first official event should be a bilingual 

emergency preparedness workshop. They 

are working with the Rochelle police and fire 

departments, FEMA and the Ogle County 

Sheriff to develop the event. It will be on 

August 30th from 2-4 p.m. at Lincoln School.

After their event, they have many long-

term goals in the areas of civil rights 

and participation, economics, and, most 

importantly for Edna Nava, education. 

The bilingual teacher at Central School 

sees this as another way to help parents 

become more involved in their children’s 

education. She said too often, parents stay 

home from parent-teacher conferences 

because their own parents didn’t go, or they 

feel too nervous about their own English 

to go and ask important questions.

Nava says she was fortunate that her 

parents supported her love of learning, 

and she eventually went from high school, 

to Kishwaukee College, then Northern 

Illinois University. Now, she’s made her way 

back to the classrooms in Rochelle, and 

she wants all students to love learning.

Nava wants her students to hear this 

message: “Now you can do more, become 

doctors, lawyers, ambassadors!”

Milan agreed that today, students need 

to focus on higher education. When 

she was in high school, her counselors 

encouraged students to take classes with 

the goal of going to work right out of high 

school. While she was able to go on a tour 
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of NIU (and liked the idea of the dorms), 

she was not encouraged to take the ACT 

or told how to fill out the FAFSA, and 

her parents didn’t know how to navigate 

the world of college applications either. 

“I don’t want anyone to set limits [for 

Hispanic students],” Milan said. “We need 

to have a voice, and to light their fire.”

Marisol Martinez, who works for Hope 

of Ogle County says LULAC can reach 

residents in Rochelle, Hillcrest and Creston 

and help the residents to be fully active 

in their towns. “We’re bicultural and 

bilingual, but one community.” She hopes 

the group will “empower everyone to be 

involved and make futures brighter.”
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Custom Commercial Buildings
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Fully Insured

Steel Buildings and Snow Removal

Custom Homes & Additions

CASTLE CLEANERS
Residential & Commercial Cleaning in
Rochelle and Surrounding Areas.

Contact Tina for free estimates
815-566-2826

We guarantee to offer the lowest prices.
If you receive a written estimate from

our competitors, we will beat it!

King Arthur didn’t clean his castle, why should you?

MASTERBEND SYSTEMS

(815) 562-2465
Complete Automotive Repair & Custom Exhaust 

oil changes, tire sales & engine replacement, we do it all!

221 Powers Rd. Rochelle, IL 61068
just one mile north of Rochelle on Hwy 251N

LULAC de Rochelle Presenta taller en 

Español : “Prepare y Proteja a su Familia 

Contra Desastres” Domingo 30 de Agosto 

en la primaria Lincoln de 2 - 4 de la tarde. Se 

servira una comida ligera y bebidas. LULAC 

Rochelle will present a “Family Disaster 

Preparedness” workshop Sunday August 

30th at Lincoln School from 2-4 pm. A light 

meal and refreshment will be served. g


