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Field artillery unit in Sycamore bids farewell to Capt. Ryan Colmone
By JULIA SPAHN - news@daily-chronicle.com — Published: Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016 11:59 p.m. CST
Updated: Monday, Dec. 5, 2016 1:07 a.m. CST

Sgt. 1st Class Edmond Schaffer (center right) presents the departing Capt. Ryan Colmone with the battery’s
colors with incoming Capt. Robert Lemmon (left). (Julia Spahn – news@daily-chronicle.com)

SYCAMORE – For the past 13 months, Capt. Ryan Colmone has led the battery stationed at the

National Guard armory in Sycamore. On Saturday morning, the battery performed an

official transfer of command and passed those duties on to Capt. Robert Lemmon.
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Outgoing Capt. Colmone said the soldiers at the Sycamore armory are a field artillery

battery.

“We provide first support for the maneuver troops, so when they need artillery, we go into

action,” he said.

Colmone said these troops were part of the joint task force Phoenix deployment in

Afghanistan in 2008 to ‘09.

Colmone, who lives in Princeton with his wife and children, will be transferring to the 33rd

Brigade Headquarters in Urbana to be a fire support coordinator. He said he will miss

working with the troops in Sycamore.

“This was the best year of my military career so far. This battery and what it means for the

Illinois National Guard and for the community – it does an outstanding job in everything it

does,” Colmone said. “These guys are the best, and it’s going to be really hard to leave, but

Capt. Lemmon is going to do an excellent job.”

The ceremony honored the departing commander and recognized “the official transfer of

authority and responsibility for soldiers, mission and equipment” from one commander to

the next, said 1st Lt. Lamar Brown, the master of ceremonies.

“Historically, the colors served as a point around which the unit rallied in battle,” he said.

“The colors are traditionally at the forefront of a formation and signify the continuity of the

organization, even though individual members come and go.”

Mayor Ken Mundy, Alderman Alan Bauer and Illinois Rep. Robert Pritchard attended the

ceremony.

Before the passing of the colors, Colmone addressed the soldiers one last time. “To lead this

battery was an honor and not something I will ever forget,” he said. “You guys set the

standard.”

The battery then performed the change of command ceremony and the passing of the colors.

The Battery 1st Sgt. Jason Kwak handed the colors to the outgoing captain, Colmone, who

returned them to the battalion commander, officially signaling his return of the command.

Battalion Lt. Col. Daniel Williams then passed the colors to incoming Capt. Lemmon.

Lemmon expressed thanks as he addressed the battery. He said he appreciated the members’

confidence and support as he took on his new leadership role.

“And lastly, I’d like to thank my wife, who isn’t able to be here today. She’s always very

supportive and there for me. She couldn’t be here physically today, as she just had a baby

three weeks ago.”



Lemmon said he looks forward to his new duties.

“My main vision for this battery is to continue the success it’s had and to focus on safety.

Really, the main thing is relying on the [noncommissioned officers] to help drive training.”

He teaches military science at the University of Missouri, so he and his family recently

moved to Columbia, Missouri.

“I grew up in Homewood, in the south suburbs, and the past nine years I’ve been living in

central Illinois because I was teaching at Illinois State University,” he said.

Lemmon said he is prepared for the long commute between jobs.

“I decided to stay in the Illinois Guard because I love the people,” he said. “Even though it is

a bit of a hike, I’d say it’s worth it.”
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